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Respect: An additional activity using “Charlie” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modifications/Additions: 

 Sometimes people have “Charlie” days when they feel like they don’t belong even if they aren’t a 
new student.  How might we know if someone is having a “Charlie” day?  What might we notice?  
(Sometimes it is helpful to write these ideas down and post this list.) 

 If you saw someone who looked like they were having a “Charlie” day how might you help them 
feel that they belonged?  (Sometimes it is helpful to write these ideas down and post this list.) 

 If YOU were having one of these bad days, how might you ask for help from one of your friends 
or classmates? (Sometimes it is helpful to write these ideas down and post this list.) 

 This activity can also be used in discussions around bullying.  Students clearly understand that 
once someone has been hurt (wrinkled) they are never completely the same afterwards. 

 
This activity can be used with book Chrysanthemum 
 
 

Objective: 
To provide students 
with a visual image of 
the long-lasting effects 
of disrespectful 
comments. 
 
Materials: 
One sheet of chart 
paper with a simple 
face or stick figure of 
“Charlie” drawn upon 
it. 
 
Comments for 
teacher:  
 Use a name for 

“Charlie” that is not 
also a name for a 
person (student or 
staff) at your school.   

 In step #4 it is 
important to use 
language that refers 
to belonging instead 
of “feeling better.” 

 It is important to 
think before we 
speak about how our 
comments might be 
received by another 
person. 

1. Preparation: Put the chart paper drawing of Charlie up on the wall, 
taped only at the top of the paper.  Introduce him as “Charlie,” a 
regular kind of guy who switches schools and for some reason isn’t 
very well liked. 

 
2. Brainstorm: Ask students to think of comments they might hear 

that could hurt Charlie’s feelings.  As they volunteer examples, 
crumple first one corner and then the next all the way up the paper, 
once with each comment, until you have to take it off the wall and 
form it into a ball.   

 
3.  Reflection about Charlie - ask students: 

 How is Charlie different now? (He is of course quite wrinkled) 
 How do you think Charlie is feeling at the end of his first day of 

school? 
 Do you think he wanted to come back to school for a second 

day?   
 Do you think he felt like students wanted him to be a part of 

their class? 
 
4.  Reflection about what to do next – ask students:  

 What could you say or do with Charlie to help him feel like he 
belonged at this school or that he was welcome?  Smooth out 
the paper a little as you hear each helpful comment.   

 Now what do you notice? 
 What do you suppose is going on for Charlie? 

 
5.  Moving it forward 

 What did you learn from this that might change how we work as 
a group?  Or how you interact with others? 

  
 


